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Make It Simple 

August 8 – Temple Talk 
Stewardship of Children 

God has given us the gift of children.  
What can we do to invite families to 

come to worship and learn more 
about Jesus?  How can we make 

MLC more family oriented? 

The Bethel Bible Study returns beginning Wednesday, 
September 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 113.  The Bethel 
Bible Study is a study of the whole Bible, exploring the 
historical and spiritual aspects of Christianity in both 
the Old and New Testaments.  There are 20 lessons 
on the Old Testament, and 20 lessons on the New 
Testament.  Participants should plan to attend each 
lesson as they build upon and reinforce each other.  
Each class lasts approximately one hour.  Participants 
will receive the Bethel Bible Study workbook and  
materials.  Bible reading is required to get the  
maximum benefit of the class.  A study Bible is recom-
mended.  Please contact Brock Chalmers, 838-7823, 
or by e-mail, chalmers@charter.net  if you would like 
to attend this year-long study of God's Word.  
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“Breaking into God’s Future” 
McFarland Lutheran Church Visioning Workshop 
Saturday, August 7 
8:15am – 3:30pm 
 

Dear Family and Friends of McFarland Lutheran Church: 
 

I am asking you to be a part of defining the future of our congregation. 
 

We are at an exciting time in the life of our church. We are beginning now to lay the 
groundwork for calling a senior pastor, and we are putting together the framework for the 
next five to ten years of our ministry. 
 

As we move forward, it is critical that we answer some key questions that will provide us 
with focus, clarity, and direction as we move into God’s future. 
 

* What is God calling our congregation to do and be? 
* What does God want our congregation to become? 
* How will we get there? 
* How will we know if we’re making progress? 
* What resources –spiritual gifts, finances, skills, abilities – has God provided? 
* What ministry strengths are needed to fulfill God’s vision for us? 
* What pastoral and staff gifts are needed to fulfill God’s vision for us? 
 

These are questions that I have heard many of you ask and discuss over the past few 
months. Now it is time to gather together to pray, listen to God, and get to work! We will 
use what comes out of this workshop to develop a clear, concise, and actionable plan for 
the future. 
 

Everyone who is a part of our church family has the opportunity to comment, no matter 
who you are or what your circumstances -- the Holy Spirit is working through you, and 
your thoughts are valuable. 
 

Whether you have 15 minutes, or a full day to spend on this, we want you to be  
involved, and we need to hear from you! Here are opportunities for you to partici-
pate: 
 

1. Attend the workshop on August 7. If you can attend only part of the day, please do so. 
We want you to be with us! 
 

2. If you cannot attend the workshop, please complete the visioning worksheets and  
return them to the church by August 6. This will take about 15-30 minutes to complete.  
If you have not received the worksheets in the mail, pick them up in the gathering space, 
online at mcfarlandlutheran.org, or call the church office. 
 

If you have questions, please call the church office or contact the pastors or any  
member of the council. 
 

Sandy Chalmers 



3 

 

 Economic and Investment Outlook Update 
 

When you have a better understanding of the factors that affect financial  
markets and trends, you can make more informed investment decisions.  
 

Join us for a free financial education event 
Economic and Investment Outlook Update is an educational event that will 
provide you with an overview of: 
• How the changing economy can impact investment markets. 
• How emotions can affect decisions and when to get professional financial   
      guidance. 
• The strength of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and its prudent approach  

to investing. 
 

The one-hour event will be presented by Thrivent Financial representatives 
Steven R. Erickson, Financial Consultant and Timothy J. Kalamarz, Financial 
Associate.  
 

When: Sunday, August 15, 2010 at 9:15AM and 10:30AM 
Where: McFarland Lutheran Church 
 

[Sign up on the registration form in the church office.[Contact [Name] at 
[phone #] or email [email address] by [date] to reserve your seat.]  
 

 
The Economic and Investment Outlook Update event is intended only to educate you about financial decisions. It is 
broad in scope and does not consider your individual personal financial situation, which is unique. The information 
and advice may not be appropriate in all cases. No products will be offered for sale. 

For additional important disclosure information, please visit https://www.thrivent.com/disclosures 

Canoe Trip 
 

The Care of Creation Team will be hosting a canoe trip on the Yahara River on 
Saturday, August 28, from 10am-12pm, with August 29 as a rain date. We will 
start at the Jaeger Rd. landing and canoe to Fish Camp near Lake Kegonsa. 
Please let us know if you have your own canoe/
kayak/lifejackets, or if you need them to be provided. 
Bring your own snacks/beverages for the trip. The 
emphasis will be on viewing our surrounding and 
seeing God’s beautiful creation up close. Please 
RSVP to West Licht at 838-8178 by August 22. 
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Saturday Evening: Jim & Susi Miller 
Assisting Minister: Bonnie Dirks 
Coffee Hour: Kathy & Daryl Rupnow 
Lectors: (8:00) Sandra Chalmers  
(9:15) Holly Heuer   (10:30) Tom Blau 
Communion:  (8:00) Marlene Richard 
(9:15) Bread-Jim Boshers, Brenda Moen  
Wine-Sandra Hall, Daryl Rupnow, Scott Potts, Mike 
Catterall  (10:30) Bonnie Dirks, Deb Wellman 
Ushers:  (8:00) *Ernie Thieding, Dick Southern,  
Vicky Beyler, Robert Castleberg 
(9:15) *Daryl Rupnow, Jeff Gehrke, Deb & Bill Alber    
(10:30) *Rick & Deb Sawyer, Tom Wendorf 

 
 
 
Greeters: (8:00) Susan Brodd, Diane Wells  
(9:15) Randy & Deb Engen 
(10:30) Arn Vollmer, Susan Schoch 
Nursery: (8:00) Ruth & James Ewing 
 (9:15) Janell Moran   (10:30)  
Sacristans: Kathy Buechel, Marlene Richard 
Welcome Center: (8:00) Rick Petzke 
(9:15)          (10:30)   
Tape Ministry: Ron Vandeberg 
Door Keepers: Open: Dick Southern  
            Close:Hugo Stoffel-Rosales 

Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship –––– August 7 & 8 August 7 & 8 August 7 & 8 August 7 & 8    

Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship –––– August 14 & 15 August 14 & 15 August 14 & 15 August 14 & 15    

Saturday Evening: Cindy & Don Siebert 
Assisting Minister: Linda Ellestad 
Coffee Hour: Gudrun Sindermann, Kathy Buechel 
Lectors: (8:00) Vicky Beyler   (9:15) Marla Grover    
(10:30) Holly Heuer 
Communion:  (8:00) Joe Schwartz, Gail Herrmann 
(9:15) Bread-Jeff Gehrke, Deb O’Malley 
Wine-Connie Showalter, Deb Engen, Sheri Gehrke 
(10:30) Kristin Yearm-Wise, Jon Landen 
Ushers:  (8:00) *Marlene Richard, Doug & Kathy 
Buechel, Dave Herrmann 
(9:15) *David Alsmo, Joe D’Amato, Brenda Kritz, 
Bonnie Duerst     
(10:30) *Sandy Larson, Danette & John Vollmer 

Greeters: (8:00) John & Donna Thompson 
(9:15) Mark & Cheri Watt (10:30) Sallie Waller,  
Jon Landen 
Nursery: (8:00) Jackie Voight, Elise Gehrke 
(9:15)     (10:30)  
Sacristans: Deb Alber, JoAnn Sornson-Marsden 
Welcome Center: (8:00) Betty Ewing  
(9:15) Nancy Vick     (10:30)  
Tape Ministry: Mike Catterall 
Door Keepers:  Open: Dave Herrmann 
             Close: Dale Marsden 
   
      
                          

Please remember to 

find a replacement.  

Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship Assisting With Worship –––– July 31 & August 1 July 31 & August 1 July 31 & August 1 July 31 & August 1    

Saturday Evening:Jim & Susi Miller 
Assisting Minister:  
Coffee Hour: Vicki Holten, Gail Herrmann  
Lectors: (8:00)   (9:15) Sandy Chalmers 
(10:30) Michele Stoffel-Rosales 
Communion:  (8:00) Vicky Beyler 
(9:15) Bread-Connie Showalter, Deb Engen 
Wine-Betty Showers, Cheryl Brown, Marla Grover, 
Jane Blank  
(10:30) Kristin Yearm-Wise, Deb Wellman 
Ushers:  (8:00) *Larry & Barbara Quam,  
Dee Weikert, Joe Schwartz 
(9:15)*Rick & Sandra Hall, Marlene Richard,  
Bonnie Duerst 

(10:30) *Dave Waller, Marc & Holly Heuer  
Greeters: (8:00) Vicky Beyler, Spencer Straub 
(9:15) Sharon Mylrea, Betty Showers                                 
(10:30) Kristin Yearm-Wise, Betty Showers 
Nursery: (8:00) John & Donna Thompson  
(9:15) Kayla Moen       (10:30)  
Sacristans: Deb Wellman, Leslie Birrenkott 
Welcome Center: (8:00)    (9:15) Betty Showers 
(10:30)  
Tape Ministry: John Thompson 
Door Keepers:  Open: Larry Quam   
             Close: Barb Doran   
         
                          



5 

 

 We extend sympathy to 
Carol Naze on the death of 
her grandmother. 
 

Summer seems to be a good time to focus on God’s good creation.  A new study 
entitled “Earthbound: Created and Called to Care for Creation” has recently been 
released.   
 

I would like to invite you to become a part of this study during the remaining  
summer Sundays, August 1, 8, 22, and 29 at 9:15 or 10:30.  The class dates work 
around the preaching schedule. 
 

Each session will be introduced by some well-known Christian theologians and 
then there will be good time for discussion and reaction to what is presented on 
the DVD. 
 

Session 3 Domination/Dominion (Above creation or part of it?) 
Session 4: Atoms/Organisms (Identity in social context) 
Session 5: Now/Forever (short-term benefit, or eternal creation?) 
Session 6: Enough/Too Much (Scarcity and abundance) 
 

Questions to Pastor Jerry Pribbenow 

Summer Adult Ed Focused on Creation 

All articles and information for the MLC Newsletter and the News You Can Use 
(bulletin insert) should be dropped off at the church office for Renae Feldner or 
sent to her email address: mlcrenae@hotmail.com      

Please watch for details about the 
“Letting Go/Healing” service on the 
August 7-8 weekend. Following our 
visioning process on August 7, we 
want to hang onto the good things 
from the past and let go of what is 
not helpful. God’s blessing abound. 
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McFarland Lutheran Church  - -  838-3184  
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30  
 
 

Pastor Tews 205-2240 • Pastor Pribbenow 345-6367 • Pastor Finney 873-6514 
 

Child Life Ministries - 838-4425 
 

church email - mlcchurch@verizon.net 
 

Church website mcfarlandlutheran.org 

 

Doubling Your Vacation 
 “Time flies when you’re having fun.”  Then fun vacations wouldn’t last as 

long as boring ones.  Hmm.  Is that a good thing? 
 

Fortunately, time can expand when we are fully and positively engaged in what we 
are doing.  The past is far away.  The future is far away.  The present is so rich and 
engaging that we think of nothing else.  One day feels as full as two regular days, 
not because we are busy, but because we are fully engaged.   
 

There are ways we can set up the conditions to promote our full engagement.  The 
basic principle: keep your mind where your body is.  Adequate preparation for the 
vacation helps to be able to mentally set work and other concerns aside.  Getting 
good coverage by a colleague when you are away helps you not worry about what 
might be happening in your absence.  Not checking voice mail or email is crucial.  
Not following the news helps us lose track of time and keep our attention from going 
to far away places and concerns. 
 

Keep your mind where your body is, fully engage in your surroundings and your  
vacation will be generously long. 

 
© 2010 – Arden Mahlberg, PhD 

Spirit of Hope 
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Remember in Thoughts and PrayersRemember in Thoughts and PrayersRemember in Thoughts and PrayersRemember in Thoughts and Prayers 

Cheri Grover (Marla Grover’s 
daughter-in-law) 
 

Ron Britten 
 

Brian Frey (friend of Tom &  
Dawn Blau) 
 

Linn Ruscher* (Jack & Pat 
West’s daughter) 
 

David Herrmann 
 

Jessica Roth (Judi & Rick 
Strauss’ daughter) 
 

Brenda* (friend of Judi & Rick 
Strauss) 
 

Elaine Westby* (Greg Westby’s 
mother) 
 

Susan Throndson* (Greg 
Westby’s cousin) 
 

John Jones* (friend of Don & 
Dee Weikert)  

 

Jack Thomas 
 

Sue Egner* (Aunt of Kim Henes) 
 

Arlene Clift 
 

Jenny Talarczyk* (friend of   
    Donna Thompson) 
 

Sharon Thieding 
 

Charlotte & Jack Hoppe 
 

Marga Petzke* (in remembrance 
of Rick Petzke’s mother) 
 

Alta Ellestad 
 

Marvel Edwards  
 

Deb Goodsell* (Jen Goodsell’s 
mother)  
 

Florence McConnell 
 

Lyall Leverentz 
 

Eileen Richter 
 

Adriena Funfer* (Meg Niel-
sen’s mother) 
 

Minnie Anderson 
 

Russell Alsmo 
 

Carol Stoeckmann 
 

Willard & Mae Lund 
 

David Lund*    
(Willard & Mae’s son)                     

 
Please note: Please call 
the church office when 
someone may be      
removed from our list. If 
you wish to have your 
name or others included 
in the prayer list please 
call the office at             
838-3184 

• If we have missed 
someone, please 
notify the church 
office 838-3184 

 

Please remember in your prayers these members of the military, who 
are connected to our congregation.   
Aaron Weickgenant, Sara Maffet, T. J. Larson, Brent Langman, Patrick 
Doll, Matthew Maffet, Kristin Nowatzki, Ben Bowen, David Lofgren, Kevin 
Orloff, Andrew Berryman, Ritchie King, Jon M. DeBusk, Dan Ellestad,  

Joe Ellestad, Adam Ellestad, Aaron Jacobs, Justin Johnson, Emily Schroeder,  
Paul Siebert, Brent Bartels   

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
Deadline for the next newsletter (8/12/2010)  

is on Monday, August 2   
by 4:00 pm 
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July 31, 2010 through August 15, 2010 

Saturday, July 31    
5:00 – WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, August 1   
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 – WORSHIP 
9:15 – Blood Pressure Checks 
9:15 & 10:30 – Adult Education on Creation 
4:30 – Vacation Bible School 
  

Monday, August 2 
5:00 – Vacation Bible School 
6:15 – Zumba Class 
6:30 – Health & Wellness 
 

Tuesday, August 3 
5:00 – Vacation Bible School 
 

Wednesday, August 4 
10:00 – Staff Meeting 
1:00 – Pastoral Mtg. 
3:45 – SA Devotions  
5:00 – Vacation Bible School 
 

Thursday, August 5 
5:00 Vacation Bible School 
 

Friday, August 6 
 

Saturday, August 7    
7:30 – Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study 
8:30 – Mission & Visioning Cong. Workshop 
5:00 – WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, August 8 
COMMUNITY PANTRY SUNDAY 

8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 – WORSHIP 
10:30 – Summer Adult Education Study 
10:30 – Gross Baptism 
 

Monday, August 9 
8:15 – Girls Basketball Clinic 
5:30 – Zumba 
6:30 – Global Mission Vision 
6:45 – Boy Scouts 
 

Tuesday, August 10 
8:15 – Girls Basketball Clinic 
 

Wednesday, August 11 
8:15 – Girls Basketball Clinic 
10:00 – Staff Meeting 
1:00 – Pastoral Mtg. 
3:45 – SA Devotions  
5:30 – Education Vision Team 
 

Thursday, August 12 
8:15 – Girls Basketball Clinic 
12:30 – Worship Planning 
 

Friday, August 13 
 

Saturday, August 14    
5:00 – WORSHIP 
6:00 – Men’s Game Night 
 

Sunday, August 15 
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 – WORSHIP 
9:15 & 10:30 – Thrivent Economic and Invest-
ment Outlook 
9:15 & 10:30 – Adult Education on Creation 
 

 

Baobab Blast Vacation Bible School begins August 1, at 4:30 
p.m. with a family potluck meal. Parents are invited to stay the 
1st night and visit stations with their child(ren). We will then 

close with a family-sing. The cost is $15 per child or $30 max per family. VBS 
continues August 2-5. Helpers are still needed and welcomed. Call Brenda at 
873-1634 or Karen at 513-6240. 
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The family of Barbara Sperle will be hosting an Open House in  
celebration of Barbara's 85th Birthday. Please join us on Sunday, 
August 1, 2010 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at The Skaalen Village  

      Clubhouse, 6055 Perrot Place, McFarland. No gifts please! 

THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you for the farewell cele-
bration in my retiring as Facility  
Manager. Thanks to Brenda 

Moen for the two great tasting cakes she 
made. Thanks to all of you for the kind 
words and hugs I received, it made the 
day very special for me. I enjoyed working 
with all the staff, you are great!  I want to 
thank all the people who volunteered to 
help out with maintaining the building and 
grounds, plus all the setting up and taking 
down for some of our events. I am thankful 
for the privilege of serving you and the 
Lord. I will miss seeing everyone on a daily 
basis, but I am continuing my membership 
at MLC until the end of the year. I hope to 
see you at Sunday Worship and other 
events. 
 

God Bless You All, 
Rita Bussian     

Dear Friends at MLC,  

A heartfelt thank you for all of 

the beautiful cards and notes 

you sent in honor of my 90th 

birthday. I was truly over-

whelmed with so many good 

wishes. Thank you also to all of 

you who shared my birthday re-

ception with me. I feel very 

blessed to know so many 

thoughtful people and I thank 

God for all of my friends at MLC.  

God bless you all!  

Your friend,  Kay Schroeder 

McFarland Garden Tour 
On Saturday, August 14, from 9am to 1pm, McFarland will be host for the 
2010 Better Lawns and Gutters Tour sponsored by the Dane County 
Lakes and Watershed Commission. One of the tour sites will be our very 
own Good Earth Prairie and Noah’s Rain Garden. The tour emphasizes 
the use of beautiful native plants and rain gardens to reduce storm water runoff 
from lawns, gutters, and streets from carrying materials and pollutants into our 
lakes and streams. Members of our Care of Creation team will be on hand to 
share the history of these areas. 
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Many of you in the community are aware of the police involved event of last week.  
As we continue to learn more information, it will be important to keep in mind how 
children and adults will deal with the news. Events like this are atypical in this 
community and it has created much discussion among adults and some children 
today. Below is a resource for your family on behalf of CLM.   
 

Helping Children and Adults Deal with Ongoing Effects of Tragedy and Loss 
1. Assure young children that you love them and will keep them safe. 
 

2. Try to keep your routine regular, especially with young children. 
 

3. Find adults to talk about adult issues. 
 

4. Know that your children will pick up and act out YOUR feelings, so do what 
you need to do to take care of YOUR needs. 

 

5. Decide what is appropriate for your child to know and what is necessary for 
them to know.  Try not to give young children graphic information about 
tragedy. 

 

6. Give accurate information to older children and listen to them talk. 
 

7. Limit TV watching and internet for young children. Watch TV, read the 
news¸ and monitor internet usage WITH older youth. 

 

8. Listen to questions and try to respond to the real need underneath.  Help 
children identify and name their feelings. 

 

9. Be aware that new anxiety can remind of former anxiety situations, so take 
time to deal with these feelings. 

 

10. Find healthy ways to express anger and frustration.  Turn the energy into  
       finding ways to help others. 
 

11. Teach peaceful ways of problem solving. 
 

12. Explain that community helpers are required to take actions to keep us  
       safe. 
 
Sincerely,  
The CLM Staff 
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MLC Book Club is on Tuesday, August 24 at the Skaalen Village Club-
house at 10:00am. The book is “The Shadow Riders” by Louis L’amour. 
 

Everyone is welcome! Come and enjoy friendly conversation and an inter-
esting book discussion.  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Prayer Shawls Needed! 
If you knit or crochet or 
know of someone who’d 
like a project, please con-
sider making a prayer 
shawl. The directions are 
on the kiosk near the Wel-
come Center. Completed 
shawls may be dropped off 
at the church office. This 
ministry has touched so 
many; and your 
work is greatly  
appreciated. 
 

2010 Annual Meeting 
 

The annual meeting on July 25 was well attended with 90 people signed in. The 
assembly voted for Marilyn Vandeberg to complete the council term she had been 
appointed to in 2009; and voted to approve the nominees: Eileen Brost, Jon  
Landen, Scott Potts, Debbie Wellman to serve on council. If you have any  
questions about the annual meeting please contact one of the council members. 
 

A delicious meal was provided by the attendees. Thank you to everyone who 
brought food. Thank you also to those who set up the space, those who worked in 
the kitchen and/or provided the meal, beverages, and desserts, and also to those 
who stayed and readied the FLC and kitchen for use again on Monday. 

CrossOver Group is Retiring! 
 

The musical group, CrossOver, is retiring 
and disbanding at the end of August, 2010. 
CrossOver, comprised of Ken Kloes, Deb 
Nygaard, and Luanne Platt has been pro-
viding worship leadership at our contempo-
rary Worship Services for many years. 
 

We thank them for their tremendous contri-
bution to our worship experience, and pray 
God’s blessings upon them as they enter a 
new phase of their musical lives. 
 

We are grateful that Deb Nygaard will con-
tinue to serve as one of our Assisting Minis-
ters, as well as contributing to our music 
ministries in many ways. 
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McFarland Lutheran Church Council Minutes  
Monday, May 24, 2010 

 
Members Present: Sandy Chalmers; Kristine Bell; Karen Emerson; Bob Kalhagen; Dennis 
Knutson; Jerry Hrovat; Linda Langel; Dick Moen; Tom Scharine; Sarah Schutt; Marilyn 
Vandeberg; Menghort Thikim; Pastor Tews  Guest:  Al Peckham  
 

I. Call to Order & Welcome  
 Sandy Chalmers called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

 

II.   Opening Prayer and Devotion  
Linda Langel shared thoughts and a prayer about how we perceive ourselves and what 
affect this has on how we choose to live our life.   

 

III. Presentation on Mission/Vision Planning 
      Sandy welcomed everyone to our meeting and introduced Mr. Al Peckham from the firm  
      Allen-Olson Consulting.  Mr. Peckham has worked with Pastor Tews in other congrega 
      tions in defining their priorities and selecting new staff.  Mr. Peckham presented the  
      process his team would use to assist our church in defining our mission / vision, ministry  
      needs, and staffing options.   

 

Discussion focused on the importance and value of having a clearly defined vision for our 
church and the role this vision would have in defining staffing positions and  
selecting the individuals to serve in each position.  Information from surveys, focus groups 
and congregational meetings that has been gathered over the past 2+ years was described.  
Mr. Peckham agreed that this information is extremely valuable and will be very important in 
choosing the activities his team would do.  Questions were also raised about when we could 
begin this process and how quickly we could have new staff in place.   
 

Moved by Karen Emerson, seconded by Dennis Knutson to request a proposal from Allen-
Olson Consulting that would describe the services they would provide in assisting McFarland 
Lutheran Church to define our mission, vision and staffing needs; the timeline when these 
services could be provided, and the cost.  Motion Carried.    
 

VI. Reports   

• Jerry Hrovat – Reported the stewardship topic for June will focus on youth activities and 
programs.     

• Sarah Schutt – Reported that Child Life Ministries will continue to work with the Person-
nel Committee to clarify work hours and benefits for staffing  

• Marilyn Vandeberg – Clarified information about changes in 9:15 worship service that 
were mentioned in the minutes from their last meeting. 

• Dennis Knutson – Distributed the first draft of the 2010-11 budget and requested that all 
council members review this proposal and send any questions to him.  This proposed 
budget will be presented at the council forum meeting with members of our congregation 
Sunday, June 13th.   
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VII. Announcements & Discussion 

• Sandy, Pastor Tews and others will be interviewing interim music staff (choir director;     
organist).   

• Job duties continue to be re-assigned between current office staff.  

• Individuals have been contacted and some have accepted being nominated to serve on 
the church council.  The names of these nominees will be announced at the annual  

      congregational meeting in July.   

VII. Closing Prayer and Adjournment  

IX. Sandy adjourned the meeting at 9:35 PM.  
 

Respectfully Submitted  
Tom Scharine, Secretary   

The Road Home Bulletin for July 2010 

Would you like to learn more about homeless services in Madison?  Join mem-
bers from faith communities all over Madison on Tuesday, August 10th to hear 
presentations from the non-profit groups who are providing emergency shelter, 
including The Road Home. 

Starting at 5pm, dinner will be provided, along with a game or activity for your 
table to begin to engage the issue of homelessness in Madison.  A suggested 
donation of $10 is asked to off-set the cost of the meal.  From 6-7pm, each of 
the non-profits (The Road Home, Salvation Army, Porchlight, Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Services, and YWCA) will present about their organization and how 
they are providing shelter followed by a question-and-answer session.  At 7pm, 
people are free to leave or stay with their congregation or organization to            
debrief about what they heard for half-an-hour.  

 The event will be in the Fellowship Hall of First United Methodist Church at 203 
Wisconsin Avenue.  Carpooling is available.  Questions? Contact Darby Pug-
lielli at togracechurchformation@gmail.com. 
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McFarland Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Monday, June 28, 2010 

  
Members Present: Sandy Chalmers; Kristine Bell; Karen Emerson; Dennis Knutson;  
Linda Langel; Dick Moen; Marilyn Vandeberg; Menghort Thikim; Pastor Tews  
Absent: Bob Kalhagen, Jerry Hrovat, Sarah Schutt, Tom Scharine 
  
I.    Call to Order & Welcome  
Sandy Chalmers called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
 

II.   Opening Prayer and Devotion  
 Pastor Tews shared thoughts and a prayer from the Bishop about the oil spill in Louisiana.     
 Sandy Chalmers shared a scripture reading on how we can better serve as a Christian.  
 

III. Reports   
Pastor Jerry Pribbenow – Due to Jerry Hrovat’s absence, Pastor Pribbenow reported the 
stewardship topic for next fall will focus on Love, Growing in Christ, Giving Back, and  
Sharing. It will be over 5 weeks in the fall and to include Global Mission. Due to gifts and Peter 
Pierce memorial funds we were able to purchase 2 motor cycles. 
Karen Emerson – Reported that the youth board met and had 10 members present. The 
board is just getting started and will help Bonnie Duerst with Summer Fest. 
Meng Thikim- reported that global mission is looking to have a student or pastor from Puerto 
Rico come during the stewardship drive for global mission. 
Dick Moen and Sandy Chalmers - stated the personnel/employee handbook has been  
revised and updated. 
Dennis Knutson – financial report stating CLM has a shortfall of money and MLC will loan 
them money to cover the shortfall. Discussion and planning has been done to make changes 
so CLM will be in better financial shape come July 2011. 
 

IV. New Business 
Allen and Olson Consulting were contracted by MLC to complete a visioning workshop. Phase 
I will include Congregational Mission and Vision. This will enable the congregation to match 
gifts of staff and congregation members to lead the congregation to accomplish the vision.  
The recommendations included to hold a congregational workshop. This is the first step in 
helping MLC to call a new pastor.   
 

Motion by Dennis Knutson, seconded by Kris Bell to hold a congregational workshop on  
August 7, followed by a workshop for the council on August 21. Motion passed.  
 

Personnel committee is in the process of interviewing a candidate for Director of Music  
Ministry.  Further interviews are underway.  
 

Dick Moen made a motion to hire a head custodian for cleaning and routine maintenance for 
20 hours a week and an additional custodian for 10 more hours a week; second by Linda  
Langel.  This will allow for flexible scheduling and the ability to cover more hours.  Motion  
carried.    
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 Kris Bell from properties made a motion to repair the sidewalk and asphalt that is a safety 
hazard for a cost of $3675.00 and Karen Emerson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Kris Bell also from properties made a motion to have the carpets and floor cleaned for a 
cost of $4615.00 and seconded by Dick Moen. Motion carried. (The funding will come from 
the 2009/2010 budget) 
 

Discussion was presented for the agenda of the annual meeting.  There will be a potluck 
starting at 11:30am followed by the annual meeting at 12:30pm. 
 

Dennis Knutson presented the budget for 2010/11   
Dennis Knutson made a motion for Pastor Tews to ask Pastor Pribbenow to draft a special 
letter on behalf of the council and leadership of MLC to those people who gave to the  
special appeals fund for MLC staff. The letter will thank them and end the special appeals 
fund. Second by Karen Emerson. Motion carried. 
 

Dennis Knutson made a motion to have Clara Peterson Memorial Fund be utilized for the 
new building fund; second by Karen Emerson. Motion Carried. (The estimated building fund 
is currently at $67,829) 
 

The motion to pass the 2010/2011 Budget was presented by Dennis Knutson and was  
seconded by Karen Emerson. Motion carried.  
 

Discussion of MLC finances is ongoing. MLC has done a nice job watching expenses this 
year.  Due to vacancies in staff we can meet our financial needs at this time.  We will  
continue to pray and grow in Christ so we can spread God’s love. 
 

VI. Closing Prayer and Adjournment  
 

Sandy adjourned the meeting at 9:30 PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Linda Langel  
Appointed Secretary 
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McFarland Lutheran Church 
5529 Marsh Rd.   
McFarland, WI 53558 
       838-3184 

MEETING AND ROOM RESERVATIONS! 

 

Changes continue and things evolve. In an effort to ensure that every com-
mittee and group meeting at the church has a room available, it is necessary 
for a Facilities Request Form to be completed and turned in at the office.  
 

This form identifies the group requesting the room, dates and times for  
meetings, room size needed, set up required, contact numbers and other 
pertinent information. Once this form is turned in, rooms are identified and 
reserved.  
 

Forms are available through  the church office. Requests should be made to 
the attention of Rita Jenkins. 
 

 

 

 
 

 


